Year 2 for Walden-CAN…Partnerships Make Things Happen!

Year 2 for Walden-CAN has been challenging, sometimes discouraging but very rewarding! Our W-CAN Executive Committee has been impacted by illnesses, temporary leaves of absence and relocation of members but strengthened by Partnerships with: community volunteers (working with us on committees/task force), community groups, local businesses, our Councilor, CGS Council/Staff, Greater Sudbury Police Services, RHSRH and the Sudbury Star.

Our 3 Main Goals for 2007 were: 

1. To improve & expand our communication - within Walden & with CGS

2. To respond effectively & in a timely manner to issues & concerns impacting the communities of Walden- now & in the future- as identified by individuals & community groups/stakeholders

3. To develop & maintain strong, effective Partnerships- within Walden & with CGS to work with our Executive to help make things happen in Walden

Goals Achieved…thanks to Partnerships!

1.    Walden-CAN Communication has improved & expanded:

a. www.Walden-CAN.com was 1 year old in Aug./07! Thanks to our webmasters Dale & Neeltje – our site is constantly changing & evolving – as they update/post information & create new pages in response to community needs. We have 35 Pages to explore– including Calendar of Events, Links, W-CAN Minutes, Policing, Health Issues etc. They receive news releases, notices, newsletters, announcements, flyers, articles etc weekly from :our Councilor, CGS Staff, Sudbury Public Library, arts, health, heritage, sports & community groups, etc

b. Walden-CAN Column in Sudbury Star: Thanks to Don MacDonald, City Editor of The Sudbury Star, Walden-CAN has a monthly column on the Walden Page. This includes feature articles about: issues/concerns in Walden; special programs/projects of community groups; Councilor’s Update & What’s Happening in Walden. For details, call Gwen Doyle at 692-3021.

Note: We also post our Column on our website & email it to 90+ Walden-CAN Contacts

c. Quarterly Walden-CAN Newsletter: Thanks to the CGS we have had our Newsletters printed in the CGS Print Shop & mailed to all households in Walden. As of Nov./07, we have 3 new volunteers producing our Newsletter: Theresa Nyabeze, Jennifer Carlisle & Forbes Stoodley. We really appreciate the enthusiasm, energy, creative ideas and unique skills, which they bring to W-CAN! Welcome to our new Community Reporters who will be providing ‘Copy’ for our Newsletter Committee. And special thanks to our former Editor/Producer, Laurie Brownlee for all her hard work in 2006-2007!   
d. www.URSudbury.com is a free, community website of the Sudbury Star. We have registered as a non-profit group & post our Sudbury Star Columns, special reports & dates of our Public meetings on the site.

e. Public Meetings at Meadowbrook: Thanks to Meadowbrook we have been able to hold our Public Meetings – featuring Guest Speakers- in their Lounge. 
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2.  Partnerships have helped us respond to issues/concerns in Walden! When a request for action from an individual or group is made to W-CAN re: issues/concerns impacting Walden we usually need help: gathering information/input, discussing & developing a plan of action, informing the public, preparing/presenting reports etc… to respond effectively & in a timely manner. Walden-CAN has been fortunate to have the support of numerous Partners, who have worked with us in 2007 to address the following issues/concerns:

a. Safety & Security Issues: Working closely with Councilor Barbeau & the Greater Sudbury Police Services safety & security issues raised at W-CAN public meetings or by emails to our website are being addressed:

· Community Police Forum hosted by GSPS & GSP Board in Feb. provided opportunity for public to raise safety & security issues/concerns directly

· Regular police patrols & charges being laid (where required) -have reduced vandalism at the Anderson Farm Museum and loitering & vandalism at LCSC/WPL/Walden Seniors Centre

·  Sponsored by the GSPS- 3 Cop Program Information Meetings were held re: establishing the COP Program for Copper Cliff & Walden; Copper Cliff has enough volunteers- we need at least 8-10 more volunteers for Walden. At the Jan.17 Information Meeting # 3 new developments to the COP Program addressed the concerns raised by potential volunteers at previous meetings. With the assistance of councilors, business owners & other proponents of the Cop Program, vehicles, gasoline and Insurance coverage will now be provided for COP volunteers.

· In November, 07 an Education BLITZ was coordinated with Councilor Barbeau/CGS, GSPS & local businesses re: the Angle Parking By-Law on Main St in Lively. Continued violations of the Angle Parking By-Law had resulted in numerous ‘fender bender’ accidents in the Lively business block aka Main St. Local businesses handed out flyers outlining the Angle Parking By-Law and officers continue to lay charges. Main St. is not a Parking Lot!  

b. Status of Mental Health Services in Walden: Working with Key Staff of NEMHC, RHSRH Mental Health & Addictions Program & former Walden Help Centre our W-CAN Executive  gathered information re: planned centralization of all mental health services to Cedar St/RHSRH and lobbied effectively- on behalf of local patients & their families to have a access to mental health services in Walden maintained. The new Walden Site - located in the Lively Medical Centre - is staffed by Brenda Punkari, Clinitian .  

c. Arc-Sudbury West Process- Feb.2007 – Feb. 2008: Our W-CAN Education Task Force met with ARC School Council representatives for 5 schools & Trustee Gord Santala to gather ‘first-hand’ information re: ARC process; examined all data provided & posted on Rainbow Schools website; attended the 4 Public Meetings & listened to all public input; provided 3 written Presentations to ARC re: best Options for students, 5 schools, our communities & RDSB (June, Oct., Nov.) and shared information with the public- on our website, in our Newsletter & our Sudbury Star Columns.

Next Steps in ARC-Sudbury West Process: 

· The Board received the ARC Report & Administrative Council Report on December 17
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· The final opportunity for public input in ARC process took place on January 21: the Board heard 11 Sudbury West public presentations- from the parents, Parent Council, members of communities of Walden West, W-CAN, MPP Gelinas and Councilor Barbeau:  to strongly recommend that RH Murray PS remain open and to urge the support & implementation of Option A- the preferred option by the majority of the committee & the community.

·  See www.rainbowschools.ca/boardroom/delgtions.php 

· The Board will receive follow-up report from Administrative Council-based on public input on January 28

· The Board will make a final decision re: accommodation for 5 public schools in Sudbury West on Tuesday, February 19, 6:30pm in Auditorium of Lockerby Composite School.  (Note: Monday, February 18 is a designated holiday)

· For information FAX 674-3167 or email accommodation@rainbowschools.ca  

d. MTO Interchange Options re: Four-Laning of Southwest By-Pass: working with Councilor Barbeau & Ward 1 Councilor Joe Cimino, Walden-CAN helped inform the public re: MTO Public Information Centres & CGS Ward 1,2 Information Meetings by: posting details on website, in our Newsletter & our Sudbury Star Column; Co-Chair attended MTO & CGS Information Meetings; provided input to MTO/CGS in support of Fielding/Kantola Rd Interchange. 

· On January 16th,Council unanimously voted to support Fielding/Kantola Rd as the preferred Interchange Option re: the MTO South-West By-Pass Four-laning Project.

    e.   New Anderson Farm Museum Site Committee: Co-Chair worked with the Heritage Task 

          Force, CGS Staff & Curator- as requested- during the process of: reviewing the Heritage

          Committee Final Report & Recommendations; preparing presentation for 2007 Budget 

          Meeting and drafting the Terms of Reference -  for the new AFM Site Committee. 

          The Walden-CAN continues to support the new non-profit group by: sharing office space 

          with the AFM Site Committee, posting information on our website, in our Newsletter & our

          Sudbury Star Column. 

· See the AFMSC Page on our website for the Minutes, Reports and the latest information about special events planned for 2008.

2007 Walden-CAN Annual Report prepared by: Gwen Doyle, Co-Chair, Walden-CAN, 

