Walden-CAN Communication Coordinator’s Report for 2008

… Continuing to improve & expand our Communication –within Walden and with CGS

a. www.Walden-CAN.com is almost 2 ½ years old! Thanks to the dedication and commitment of our Webmasters - Dale Kilbey and Neeltje Van Roon – our site is constantly changing and evolving – as they update/post information and create new pages in response to community needs. We now have 42 Pages to explore– including Calendar of Events, Links, W-CAN Minutes, Health, Environment, the Arts, Anderson Farm Museum, Community Events , Schools etc. They receive news releases, notices, newsletters, announcements, flyers, articles etc weekly from: our Councilor, CGS Staff, Sudbury Public Library, arts, health, heritage, sports and community groups, etc Recent New Pages include: Walden Ringette Association, Walden Art Club, WAFA, Walden Cross Country Fitness Club, Walden Youth For Youth and Waters Women’s Institute.

b. Weekly E-Update re: new postings on www.Walden-CAN.com : In 2008 we were receiving 10 -15 new documents every week – to be posted on our website from : Councilor Barbeau, the CGS, Great Sudbury Public Library & community groups – in Walden & CGS. It was agreed that the best way to share this new information was to send a Weekly E-Update re: new postings on www.Walden-CAN to our Walden-CAN Executive, Councilor Barbeau and our 100+ Walden-CAN and CGS contacts.  Each Walden-CAN Contact was encouraged to share the E-Update with interested people.  Principals of our local schools are sharing the E-Update with their Staff and School Council.

c. Quarterly Walden-CAN Newsletter: Thanks to the continued support of the CGS we have had our Newsletters printed in the CGS Print Shop and mailed to all households in Walden. We are fortunate to have 2 new volunteers producing our Newsletter in 2008: Jennifer Carlisle and Forbes Stoodley. We really appreciate the enthusiasm, energy, creative ideas and unique skills, which they bring to Walden-CAN! This year 3 Issues were produced- containing articles and ‘News’ about events, programs and projects happening in Walden – with a new, eye-catching layout and graphics - spiced with humor from Forbes. Jennifer continues to experiment with the layout and design – thanks to new software we purchased. Our Newsletter is posted on our website and emailed to 100+ Walden-CAN Contacts and interested people in CGS. Extra print copies are provided at public locations throughout Walden.

d. Walden-CAN Column in Sudbury Star: Thanks to Don MacDonald, City Editor of The Sudbury Star, Walden-CAN will continue to have a monthly column printed in the Sudbury Star in 2009. Our Column includes feature articles about: issues/concerns in Walden; special programs/projects of community groups and details re: What’s Happening in Walden. Walden-CAN commits to providing the Copy each month to Don MacDonald and he finds space for our Column. Our Monthly Column is also posted on www.Walden-CAN.com and www.URSudbury.com and emailed to 100+ Walden-CAN Contacts and interested people in CGS. This is an invaluable way for Walden-CAN to help our community volunteers reach the public about their programs, projects, fundraising activities and celebrations. 2009 will be our 4th year- thanks to the ongoing support of Sudbury Star.

e. www.URSUdbury.com is a free, Community Website provided by the Sudbury Star. We are registered as a non-profit community group and post our Monthly Sudbury Star Columns, special reports and dates of our Public Meetings on the site. Thousands of community groups have registered and post information, photos and/or have Blogs. Note: Sudbury Star Reporters check the site daily for story ideas. During the summer of 2008 ¾ million hits were recorded and even more during Nov./Dec. 2008.
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f. Media Community Partners: Thanks to the ongoing support of our local Media, Walden-CAN continues to reach the public- in print, on radio, television and websites. PSAs, News Releases, articles, photos and videos help us share information about Walden-CAN activities and our community volunteers. Our newest Media Partner is SNAP Sudbury- www.snapsubury.com who publish photos re: community events. The most significant Media support in 2008 was the extensive coverage of the ARC - Sudbury West Accommodation Review Process and the community fight to keep RH Murray PS open. 

g. Walden-CAN Public Meetings:  In 2008 we held our Walden-CAN Public Meetings featuring Guest Speakers -in a variety of locations: the Lounge at Meadowbrook, the former Council Chambers and upstairs in TM Davies Community Centre. The best public support were meetings regarding a COP Program for Walden and a Brain Storming /Planning Meeting re: Walden-CAN Community Conference for 2009. Unfortunately the other Public meetings were poorly attended.  In 2009 we plan to select Topics for our Public Meetings from Key Issues identified by the community leaders during the Nov. Brainstorming/Planning Meeting.

h. Walden-CAN Brochure and Banner: In the spring, 2008 it was agreed that Walden-CAN needed to create a Walden-CAN Brochure and a Banner- to use at Special Events and Public Meetings and that we should have them professionally printed. Jennifer Carlisle and Karen Tait worked on developing these 2 Promotional Tools during the summer and we used our first copies at our Information Table during the Anderson Farm Museum Fall Fair. Slight revisions were made to the Brochure and copies were handed out at our Public Meetings, the Walden Public Library, Walden Seniors and Pensioners and Naughton Seniors & Pensioners. We still need to have our Banner printed professionally.

i. Walden-CAN 2008 Survey: In the spring, 2008 we also agreed that Karen Tait should develop a Walden-CAN Survey to help us determine: if and how people knew about Walden-CAN; how important issues re: developing non-motorized trails, improving the local environment and enhancing local beautification, more activities and programs for local youth, improving communications amongst groups and better promotion of local activities and access to health and safety services within Walden; what other improvements you would like made in our community; what are your main concerns or issues as a citizen of Walden and other comments. 40 Surveys were handed out at the Anderson Farm Museum Fall Fair- 11 were completed and handed in, 6 were completed by Naughton Seniors and Pensioners and the rest were not returned. See Nov. 14, 2008 Summary of Survey 2008 Results Note: All the Input from the Walden-CAN 2008 Surveys was included with all the Issues/concerns provided by 70+ Community Groups,

Churches, Schools and Service Clubs - during our November 17th Brainstorming/Planning

Meeting for our Walden-CAN Community Conference in April 2009.  
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Gwen Doyle- Communications Coordinator- Walden-CAN 

