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SAFER AND VITAL COMMUNITIES GRANT 2010/11 – GUIDELINES & APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS

The “Safer and Vital Communities Grant” encourages communities, business and government to work together, create integrated networks and build safer, healthier communities through social development.  This localized, partnership approach provides a targeted and multi-agency response to crime and delinquency in Ontario.   

In keeping with the Ministry of Community Safety and Correctional Services (MCSCS) safer communities goal, the 2010/11 grant funding will target projects that focus on reducing and/or preventing crime in our communities through social development. This means that projects must demonstrate how they will address the root causes and/or risk factors associated with crime and violence among children and youth.  
Included with these application instructions is a package that contains an application and detailed budget form.  You must complete all sections on the application and budget forms.  Any additional supporting information must be clearly identified and must be relevant to the proposal.

Please read the following fact sheet prior to completing your application form.  
The deadline for submitting an application is July 23, 2010. Late and/or incomplete applications will not be assessed. 
WHO CAN APPLY
The Safer and Vital Communities Grant is open to:

· Community-based, not-for-profit incorporated organizations

· Community-based, not-for-profit organizations/groups sponsored by incorporated organizations

· Chiefs & Band Councils.

Organizations that are incorporated MUST include proof of incorporation and those that are not incorporated MUST be sponsored by an incorporated organization and must include a letter of confirmation from their sponsor along with their application.  The letter must detail the sponsoring organization's commitment to enter into a contractual agreement with the ministry on behalf of the applicant.  Applications will not be considered unless this letter is attached.  

	Eligibility criteria


The following criteria MUST BE MET in order for your application to be considered for funding. 

ISSUE & TARGET GROUP 

For 2010/11 the Safer and Vital Communities Grant will support projects that seek to prevent crime in a local community by targeting the root causes and risk factors that contribute to criminality and/or delinquency among children (age 12 and under) and youth (ages 12 -25) through an integrated, multi-disciplinary approach.  Proposals must outline specific root causes and/or risk factors that will be addressed and how the project will achieve this.  Research and conference proposals will not be considered. 

PARTNERSHIPS

The ministry requires you to have active partnerships with your local police service.  This must be demonstrated by submitting a letter from your local police service indicating how they will  support and/or be involved in your project.  
PROJECT TIMELINE

The Safer and Vital Communities Grant is provided on a one-time basis only.  Projects must have a start date and an end date (must fall between December 1, 2010 and December 1, 2011 but do not have to span the entire 12 months).  

FUNDING AMOUNT

The maximum funding available for each project from the ministry is up to $20,000.  Applications requesting in excess of $20,000 from the ministry will not be considered.
ALLOWABLE EXPENSES
The grant will not cover expenses related to your organization’s ongoing operational costs, equipment, programs or services.  The grant can only be used to cover costs associated with the development, administration and/or implementation of the project.  Your organization should demonstrate its ability to share costs for the project and provide in-kind support.  Should you request funding for personnel we require a job description for the position the funding will be applied to and the selection process that will be used to staff that position. 
DEADLINE

Applications received after July 23, 2010 will not be considered.

INSURANCE

Organizations must have comprehensive general liability insurance of a minimum of Two Million Dollars.  Proof of insurance, including a specific clause of indemnification for (MCSCS) must be submitted before funding is provided.

Organizations may submit more than one application.  All applications that meet the eligibility criteria will be reviewed however the ministry will fund one project per organization.  

Please Note:  Your proposal will be considered incomplete and cannot be considered for grant funding if additional information requested by the ministry is not provided in a timely manner.

APPLICATION SUBMISSION & ASSESSMENT
Your application will be assessed based on the following criteria:
· Project Summary: Submissions must provide an outline of the project, the main issue/target group, the main components/activities, key partners, the specific deliverable(s), and associated timelines. The summary should also provide details on what root causes/risk factors will be addressed and exactly how they will be addressed

· Demonstration of Need: A local needs assessment that outlines the steps taken to identify the local need for the project and how this need will be addressed must be included. A specific root cause(s)/risk factor(s) that this project will address should be identified.  Evidence of a need to address root causes and/or risk factors in the local community must be provided using reliable sources.  Statistical data that applies to local issues should be provided in support of anecdotal evidence.
· Existing Organizational Resources: Submissions must outline your organization’s governance structure as well as what organizational capacity, skills, abilities, experience AND operational, structural and/or other resources exist that will be leveraged to carry out the project.
· Target Group: Submissions must identify what group and/or individuals will benefit from this project and how.
· Goals
: The submission must outline overall goals of the project.
· Objectives & Outcomes: Submissions must clearly identify specific, measurable objectives and anticipated outcomes of the proposed initiative and indicate how these relate to the overall project idea.  
· Communications Strategy: Submissions should highlight how project information and/or achievements will be disseminated to others. 
· Evaluation: Submissions must identify clear evaluation questions/criteria and highlight the specific information/data to be collected.  The evaluation plan must relate directly to the objectives of the project.
· Partners: Submissions must identify the partners involved in the design, development, delivery and/or implementation of the project.  This section should clearly outline how a multi-sectoral approach will be used and which sectors are involved/represented.  

· Police Involvement: Submissions must include a letter of support from the police.  The proposal should indicate police support and involvement in the design, delivery and/or other aspects of the project. 

· Inclusive Partnerships: Submissions must outline what role each partner will play and how partnerships are being created and/or sustained.  The submission should indicate how the project is unique and not duplicating existing efforts. 
· Sustainability: Submissions should outline how the project will be sustained once funding has ended and a reasonable plan for sustaining it.  

· Detailed budget: Proposals must include a detailed budget, relating expenditures to project objectives as well as listing other funding sources.
In addition, projects should establish a relationship with youth and involve youth to the extent possible in the design, development and delivery of the project.
APPLICATION REVIEW

A Ministry Funding Review Committee will review eligible proposals and make recommendations on project proposals to the Minister.  The ministry will notify all applicants of its decision in writing by November 2010. 

CONTRACTUAL AGREEMENT

As part of the terms of funding, the ministry will enter into a contractual agreement with those organizations approved for funding.  Standard government procedures regarding grants will be followed and the contract will outline:

· The purpose of the grant and a requirement for the recipient to achieve specific, measurable results

· The commitments to be undertaken or specific activities to support the community organization’s/group’s/First Nations Chiefs and Band Council’s proposal

· The recipient’s obligation to have the governance and administrative structures necessary to ensure prudent and effective management of public funds in place
· The dates and information to be contained in the interim and final reports 

· The requirement that the project may be subject to a financial audit and that the ministry has the right to require independent verification of information reported or provided by the Grantee, at the Grantee’s cost

· A further requirement permitting the recovery of provincial funds and/or the discontinuance of further funds in the event of the recipient’s non-performance.

Funds will only be released to the organization after a contract is signed between the organization and the ministry.  The grant must be used in Ontario for the purposes described in the application and according to the terms of the contractual agreement.

Successful applicants will be required to acknowledge that the funds are for a one-time only specific project and they will not be eligible for future funding for the same project.

CONTACT DETAILS 

Please submit your completed, signed, e-version application (see instructions for using application form).  If you are unable to do so, please mail one original signed copy of your completed application to:


Ministry of Community Safety and Correctional Services


Public Safety Division

External Relations Branch

Program Development Section


25 Grosvenor Street, 12th Floor


Toronto ON  M7A 2H3

Attention:  Ms. Navdeep Sidhu, Community Safety Analyst, Program Development Section


If you have any questions please contact:  

Navdeep Sidhu (416) 314-3081

Navdeep.Sidhu@ontario.ca

Fionne Yip (416) 314-0206

Fionne.Yip@ontario.ca

Facsimile:  (416) 314-3092
If your organization is approved for funding, a copy of your grant application/proposal will form part of the funding agreement with this ministry.







� The difference between goals and objectives is as follows: goals are broad/general statements and objectives are focused/precise statements; goals are intangible and objectives are tangible/measurable.  Outcomes are specific results that occur as a result of meeting objectives. Example: GOAL - Reduce violence among children; OBJECTIVE – Provide aggression-management counseling to 25 children/youth; OUTCOME – Provided aggression management training to 25 children/youth.
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