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Background:

Walden- Community Action Network: formed in Dec./05, Walden-CAN was the 8th CAN in CGS. Our Executive has residents from the communities of: Beaver Lake, Penage Rd., Naughton, Lively/Mikkola and Long Lake. We meet monthly – except during the Summer- or as needed. We are a group of community volunteers - with broad range of backgrounds & interests, job experience & training and life experience in Walden. We all agree on the importance of working together towards sustaining Walden- as a HEALTHY COMMUNITY.

In 2008, 2009 Walden-CAN welcomed 5 new members to its Executive : Jennifer Carlisle - Newsletter Committee, Forbes Stoodley- Newsletter Committee, Allie Peacock- Youth Representative, Karen Tait-Peacock- Chair and Gord Key – Member Walden-CAN Community Conference Committee. Other Executive members include: Richard Bois- Past Chair, Gwen Doyle-Communications Coordinator, Dale Kilbey- Webmaster, Brenda Salo- Beaver Lake Rep., Rene Trottier- Treasurer and Neeltje Van Roon- Vice-Chair and Webmaster

Walden-CAN Achievements 2007– 2008:

Since our May 2, 2006/2007 Walden-CAN Report to CGS Priorities Committee we have:
1. Established an Education Task Force which participated in the ARC Sudbury West accommodation review process re: 5 schools in Sudbury West: advocating for new Green School (English & FI JK –Grade 6); moving Grade 7 & 8 students to LDSS; expanding and developing programs at LDSS and supporting the parents’ desire to keep RH Murray PS open- as only school west of Lively.

2. Worked with Councilor Barbeau & Lucia Taskinen, Coordinator of Citizens On Patrol Program:  to coordinate and help publicize a series of public meetings to recruit volunteers for a Copper Cliff and Walden COP Program. The Walden COP Program is up and running and has logged thousands of hours on Patrols; still need more volunteers

3. Worked with Councilor Barbeau to help publicize and provide business and community input to MTO in support of the Interchange Option at Fielding and  Kantola Rd. rather than the Southview Interchange Option; still awaiting decision.

4. Advocated to ensure continued access to Mental Health Care Services within Walden due to the closure of the Walden Help Centre. Our Mental Health Care Worker now has office space in Lively Medical Centre.
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5. Held Public Meetings with speakers/presentations at Meadowbrook and T.M. Davies Community Centre.  The four pillars were: education, environment, culture and economy.  Some Topics included: Need for PET Scans in CGS, Internet Safety with Constable Denise Fraser, GSPS, Energy Conservation with Carrie Anne Marassato, CGS and Protecting Walden’s Greenspaces…Are we Doing Enough? with Franco Mariotti , Member CGS Greenspace Panel.

6. Expanded and developed our Walden-CAN Communication Tools

a. www.Walden-CAN.com is 3 years old!

· Our website is constantly changing and evolving – as our Webmasters update/post information and create new pages in response to community needs.

· There are 46 Pages to explore

· News releases, notices, newsletters, announcements, flyers, articles etc are sent weekly from: our Councilor, CGS Staff, Sudbury Public Library and arts, health, heritage, sports and community groups, etc 

· Recent New Pages include: Walden Ringette Association, Walden Art Club, WAFA, Walden Cross Country Fitness Club, Walden Youth For Youth and Waters Women’s Institute.

· We are averaging 1,000 Pages visited per month

b. Weekly E-Update re: new postings on www.Walden-CAN.com 

· Our Communication Coordinator sends a Weekly E-Update re: new postings on www.Walden-CAN to our Walden-CAN Executive, Councilor Barbeau and our 100+ Contacts- in Walden and CGS.  

c. Walden-CAN Newsletter:

· We appreciate our ongoing partnership with CGS Staff and CGS Print Shop which enables us to produce 3 Issues of our Newsletter each year.

· Each Issue is mailed to almost 5,000 homes in Walden 

· In 2008, we purchased Microsoft Publisher software. This program is much easier to use and gives the newsletter a more professional look.
· Many Community Groups & CGS Contacts submit Copy re: upcoming events, programs, projects & ideas for articles etc.
· Our Newsletter is also posted on www.Walden-CAN.com and emailed to our contacts.
d. Walden-CAN Monthly Column in Sudbury Star

· Thanks to Don MacDonald, City Editor for The Sudbury Star, Walden-CAN continues to have a monthly 
·  Our Column includes feature articles about: issues/concerns 

                                              in Walden; special programs/projects of community groups

 2                                                and details re: What’s Happening in Walden. 

· The Column is also posted on www.Walden-CAN.com and www.URSudbury.com and emailed to 100+ Walden-CAN Contacts and interested people in CGS. 

· This is an invaluable way for Walden-CAN to help our community volunteers reach the public about their programs, projects, fundraising activities and celebrations.

· 2009 will be our 4th year - thanks to the ongoing support of the Sudbury Star

e. www.URSudbury.com
· www.URSudbury.com is a free, Community Website provided by the Sudbury Star. 

· Walden-CAN is registered as a non-profit community group and we post our Monthly Sudbury Star Columns, special reports and dates of our Public Meetings on the site. 

· Thousands of community groups have registered and post information, photos and/or have Blogs. 

f. New Walden-CAN Brochure and Banner

· In Summer 2008,we designed a Walden-CAN Brochure and a Banner, to use at Special Events and Public Meetings

· Copies of our Brochure were printed in time for the Fall Fair at Anderson Farm Museum and Public Meetings; additional copies need to be printed for 2009

· We have designed our Banner – featuring the Loon from the home page of our website –  and will have it professionally printed
g. Walden-CAN Survey

· In summer 2008, we developed a Walden-CAN Survey to help us determine: if and how people knew about Walden-CAN; how important issues re: developing non-motorized trails, improving the local environment and enhancing local beautification, more activities and programs for local youth, improving communications amongst groups and better promotion of local activities and access to health and safety services within Walden; what other improvements you would like made in our community; what are your main concerns or issues as a citizen of Walden and other comments. 

· Surveys were handed out at the Anderson Farm Museum Fall Fair and also completed by several community groups

· Note: All the Input from the Walden-CAN 2008 Surveys was included with issues identified at our Nov. Brain-Storming Session for our Walden-CAN Community Conference in April 2009.  
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h. Media PARTNERS

· Thanks to the ongoing support of our local Media, Walden-CAN continues to reach the public- in print, on radio, television and websites. 

· Our newest Media Partner is SNAP Sudbury - which publishes photos re: community events. 
Since May 2, 2007, Walden-CAN has responded to numerous Requests for Action from residents in Walden: The Walden-CAN Executive has worked in Partnership with Councilor Barbeau, CGS Staff, GSPS, Rural Community Response Unit etc- as required

Some of those included

1. Request from parents to help keep RH Murray PS open

2. Concern raised by residents about need for By-Law enforcement re: Angle Parking on Main St. Business Block

3. Concern raised by residents re: litter on Main St. Business Block and Lively business centres

4. Concern raised by residents re: noise, illegal parking, late night partying at Long Lake Boat Launch/Park

5. Continued problems re: loitering, vandalism at Lively Citizen Centre/Walden Seniors end of the building

6. Request for alternative accommodation for Walden Youth For Youth Centre 

7. Request by residents for CGS, GSPS action in response to 2 serious accidents on Santola Rd Jan. 2009 re: need for improved lighting, 3-way stop at Santola and Niemi Roads and posting of Speed Limit/By-Law Signs on Santola Rd.

Priorities of Walden-CAN for 2008-2009

a. Walden-CAN Community Conference: A FREE Community Conference for 2 Pre-Registered delegates from each community group, service club, sports & playground association, church or school within Walden.

Details of the Conference include:

· Identified as possible project in Feb. 2008

· The Theme of the Community Conference is to focus on sustaining all aspects of a HEALTHY COMMUNITY including: 50+/Seniors, health services, safety & security, environment, community development and especially a youth component.
· 70+ community groups, service clubs, sports & playground assoc., churches and schools were contacted by phone in Oct. to see if there was interest, to gather input re: issues/concerns and to collect up-to-date Contact Data.

· A brain storming session was held Nov.17 to determine community priorities. 30 volunteers representing 16 Groups participated. 23 Community Groups had already provided  

       input. The Top 5 Issues were identified in each of 6 areas. 

· Topics for our Conference-2 Open Forums & 10 Workshops were selected from the Top 5 Issues.

· The Walden-CAN Community Conference Committee has been meeting each week since Jan. 2009. Note: The 16 CC Committee Members also volunteer with: the Anderson Farm Museum & heritage Society, Beaver Lake Sports & Cultural Club, CARP- Sudbury Chapter, Diabetes Assoc., Knights of Columbus, Long Lake Stewardship Group, Older Adult/Fitness Group at WLFN, Penage Rd. WI, Simon Lake Community Stewardship Group, Walden Lions Club, Walden Municipal Non-Profit Housing, Walden Windmill Theatre, Walden Youth For Youth ,Warmhearts Palliative Caregivers and Waters WI.

· TOGETHER-WALDEN CAN April 24, 25 at LDSS
· For details see www.Walden-CAN.com 
b. A Walden Community Directory
· In 2007 we planned to create a Community Directory and an Application was prepared for Job Creation Funding. The purpose of the grant was to hire someone to complete the directory- working in Partnership with Walden-CAN and Walden Day Care Centre- which would include local businesses, non-profits etc. There would be an E-Version and later a Print Version. After numerous changes to the Application and the actual grant process- in late 2007 and early 2008- a Final Application was completed however  never submitted. We set aside the project for future consideration.

· The need for a Walden Community Directory was identified again during our brain storming session in Nov. and will be discussed during our Community Conference.

· We need to investigate the directories/resource currently available.

· We have a new CGS Liaison Person, Sherri Moroso and this is possibly a project which can be looked at once again for 2009, 2010.

c. Walden Youth For Youth Centre
· Youth were an identified priority of Walden-CAN in 2007 and again in 2008

· Several meetings with the Walden Youth For Youth Centre Coordinator and the CGS have been held to assist the WYFYC in its community work. A Sub-Committee was formed with two representatives from Walden-CAN. They are the Walden-CAN Youth Representative and our Treasurer. The Sub-Committee will assist the Coordinator with budgeting and the strategic direction of the WYFYC
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· Walden-CAN and WYFYC jointly hosted the Internet Safety Public Meeting in Oct. 2008

· Walden-CAN continues to assist WYFYC using our Communication Tools: WYFYC has its own Page on our website; news releases, flyers, articles are shared in our Weekly E-Update; articles are included in our Newsletter & our monthly Sudbury Star Column

· WYFYC Coordinators have assisted in planning our Community Conference; will participate in the Workshops and have a Display Table to promote WYFYC programs

Requests for Action re: Issues Identified by residents in 2008, 2009

During Phase One of our Walden-CAN Community Conference planning (September to November 2008) we gathered input from 70+ community groups, services clubs, sports & playground associations, churches, schools and individual residents within Walden. We assured everyone that all the Issues identified would be dealt with – in some way- by Walden-CAN during 2009 and 2010. 

All the Issues identified and discussed during Phase One were recorded in a Resource Document for future consideration by Walden-CAN and shared with our Councilor

                                             See Appendix A

· The Top 5 Issues were used to select the Topics for our Conference’ 2 Open Forums and our 10 Workshops

· Information – including the Issues identified – have been provided to some of our Speakers to help them prepare their Presentations, Workshops and Hand-outs ie Robert Gauthier, Manager of Transit Operations

· Some Topics which we were unable to include in our Conference will be focus of future Public Meetings or a second conference in 2010

· Some Topics might lead to development of future Projects- in Partnership with our Councilor and community groups

· Some Topics can only be addressed by our Councilor, CGS Staff and/or CGS Council in 2009, 2010

We’ll be working very closely with the residents of Walden and our Councilor, CGS Staff, and GSPS so that we can address these issues identified in Appendix A- in 2009, 2010.

We appreciate the continuing support of our Ward 2 Councilor, Jacques Barbeau, Mayor Rodriguez and CGS Council.

Thanks to CGS Staff for all their support in 2007-2008: Rick Ahola, Manon Depatie, Jim Fortin, Angie Hache, Chris Gore, Randy Halverson (Terry Speirs), Ron Henderson, Marilyn Knoll, Eleethea Marson, Sherri Moroso, Kevin Moxam, Jeff Pafford, Catherine Matheson, Stacie Reinhardt, Kim Rossi and Ian Wood.

And thanks to the CGS Priorities Committee for providing us with this opportunity to  highlight Walden-CAN…working together towards sustaining a HEALTHY COMMUNITY

