Walden-CAN Communication Coordinator’s Report Jan. 2009

… Continuing to improve & expand our Communication

– Within Walden and with CGS
1. www.Walden-CAN.com is almost 3½ years old! Thanks to the dedication and commitment of our Webmasters - Dale Kilbey and Neeltje Van Roon – our site is constantly changing and evolving – as they update/post information, create new pages and add new Links in response to community needs. We now have 45 Pages to explore including: Anderson Farm Museum, Arts, Beaver Lake, Community Events, COP Program, Greater Sudbury, Health, Environment, Links, Penage Rd., Walden Youth For Youth and Schools etc. Each week our Ward 2 Councilor, CGS Staff, Sudbury Public Library, arts, health, heritage, sports and community groups, schools and churches etc send articles, flyers, news releases, newsletters, notices, posters, photos and PSAs etc for posting. Recent New Pages include: Articles, Seniors, Community Conference, CAN Mail and Parish of St. Christopher. Note: Community Groups are adding our website as a Link too

2. Weekly E-Update of new postings on www.Walden-CAN.com :  In 2009, we have been averaging 15-20 new postings each week on our website . A Weekly E-Update –with hyper-link per Page- of our new postings is emailed to: our Walden-CAN Executive, Councilor Barbeau, CGS Staff and our 130+ Walden-CAN and CGS contacts.  Everyone is encouraged to share the E-Update with interested people. ie Principals of our local schools are sharing the E-Update with their Staff and School Council.

3. Walden-CAN Newsletter: Thanks to the continued support of the CGS we have 3 Newsletters printed in the CGS Print Shop-which Walden-CAN mails to all households in Walden. The colored, E-version of our Newsletter is posted on our website and emailed to our 130+ Walden-CAN Contacts and to interested people in CGS, Canada and overseas. Extra print copies are provided at public locations throughout Walden. 

4. Walden-CAN Column in Sudbury Star: Thanks to Don MacDonald, City Editor of The Sudbury Star, Walden-CAN continues to have a monthly column in the Sudbury Star. Walden-CAN commits to providing the Copy each month and he finds space for our Column- which includes Articles about issues/concerns in Walden, special programs/projects/events of community groups and notices re: What’s Happening in Walden. Emails are sent to our community groups, schools, churches etc asking if they would like space for Copy in next month’s column- on a first-come first-served basis. This year groups are responding within hours of getting the email. Our Monthly Column is also posted on www.Walden-CAN.com and www.URSudbury.com and emailed to our 130+ Walden-CAN Contacts and interested people in CGS. This is an invaluable way for Walden-CAN to help our community volunteers reach the public-in Walden and CGS. 2010 will be our 5th year- thanks to the ongoing support of Sudbury Star!

1.

5. www.URSudbury.com is a free, Community Website provided by the Sudbury Star. We are registered as a non-profit community group and post our Monthly Sudbury Star Columns, special reports and notices of our Public Meetings on the site. Thousands of community groups have registered and post information, photos and/or have Blogs. Note: Sudbury Star Reporters check the site daily for story ideas. Articles written by Sudbury Star Reporters in 2009 - featuring stories about Walden - were also posted on our Walden-CAN website

6. Media Community Partners: Thanks to the ongoing support of our Media, Walden-CAN continues to reach the public- in print, on radio, television and on their websites. PSAs, News Releases, articles, photos and videos help us share information about Walden-CAN activities and our community volunteers. Note: Articles written by Northern Life Reporters-featuring stories about Walden- were also posted on our website.

7. Walden-CAN Public Meetings/Community Conference: In 2009 we held our Walden-CAN Public Meetings featuring Guest Speakers -in a variety of locations: Meadowbrook, the former Council Chambers and TM Davies Community Centre. Unfortunately our Public Meetings were poorly attended- except for our Oct. 15th Health Forum. However we had enthusiastic community support - pre-registered Delegates and Business/Corporate Sponsors- for our first Community Conference- ‘Together, Walden CAN’, on April 24,25th at LDSS. There were 164 participants (including 19 Facilitators/Speakers) with Delegates from 47 community groups, churches, health organizations, schools, service clubs and sports teams. Everyone agreed it was a huge success and that we should host another Community Conference!

8. Walden-CAN Brochure and Banners: As planned in 2008 Walden-CAN designed and had professionally printed: a 2-sided, color Brochure, one 6’ color Banner-featuring our Loon and two 6’ Banners- featuring Logo and Slogan ‘Together, Walden CAN to use at special events and our Community Conference. Walden Youth For Youth also created a Display Board for us. In 2009 we had Information Tables at the Community Conference, Walden Lions Volunteer Fair and the Annual Fall Fair at the AFM.

9. Walden-CAN 2009 Youth Survey:  In partnership with Walden Youth For Youth Centre Leaders a brief Youth Questionnaire-featuring 10 open-ended questions-was prepared and distributed to all students of LDSS. All input was recorded, graphs prepared and a Final Report produced by the 2 WYFYC Leaders and a Display featuring the results of the Youth Survey was created by the WYFYC students- in time for our Community Conference. This Youth Survey is an important resource for Walden-CAN.
Gwen Doyle, Communications Coordinator
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