Co-Chair’s Update Re: ARC-Sudbury West Process

for Nov.8th Walden-CAN Public Meeting

Accommodation Review Committee Process re: 5 Public Schools in Sudbury West

Background: 

On June 20, 2007, Richard Bois- Co-Chair, Walden-CAN & Chair of the Walden-CAN Education Task Force presented our “ Blueprint For Action”- in Power Point & detailed written form to the ARC-Sudbury. 

Having followed the 2 guiding principles of the ARC mandate “…to ensure that all students continue to have access to the best programming possible, in quality school facilities and to reduce surplus space.” – we presented the following recommendations to ARC:

1. That both Copper Cliff & R. H. Murray PS should be maintained and strengthened as vital Neighbourhood and Community Schools

2. That Lively DSS- the only secondary school in Sudbury West- should be maintained and strengthened, as a viable choice for students – now and for the future

3. That all Grade 7 & 8 students – including French Immersion- from George Vanier PS and Jessie Hamilton PS be moved to Lively DSS

4. That Childcare for infants & toddlers in Partnership with Walden Day Care should be established at LDSS- using 2 classrooms

5. That both George Vanier & Jessie Hamilton PS be closed and sold

6. That a new ‘green’ JK – Grade 6 Elementary School be built in the Growth Corridor- on the south-side of HWY 55

Sept. 19 ARC –Sudbury West Public Meeting NO. 3:

We listened to the Update re: the demographics and development for Sudbury West, the 6 ‘non-weighted’ Options developed by the committee and the questions/concerns raised by the parents at the Sept. 19th ARC Public Meeting No.3. We carefully examined all the information posted on the Rainbow Board’s website and discussed the 6 Options and prepared our Written Response to ARC.

Oct.17 ARC-Sudbury West Public Meeting NO.4: Gwen Doyle, Co- Chair,Walden-CAN presented our Response to the 6 Options developed by ARC

The Walden-CAN Education Task Force endorsed Option #6, with the revisions – as outlined:

· That all Grade 7 & 8 students - from George Vanier & Jessie Hamilton- including FI Grade 7 & 8 students -should be moved to LDSS

· That K-6 FI students from George Vanier should not be segregated in a separate wing of LDSS but included with English Program K- 6 peers

· That all K-Grade 6 students from George Vanier- & Jessie Hamilton – including FI students should be included in the new green school  

A new ‘green’ school will also attract students currently attending alternative schools and our co-terminus board. Such growth will compound itself in terms of the quality of education received by our children and the community pride felt by their parents. 
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Based on the current trends, our committee is optimistic in the rate of growth in Sudbury West. Choosing Option #6 will maintain, strengthen and expand access to quality education from pre-school to secondary school- which is vital to developing and sustaining healthy communities in The City of Greater Sudbury.

Note: The majority of parents & residents also expressed concern about segregating the FI students from their English peers and strongly opposed moving the K-grade 6 students to a separate wing at LDSS

Oct. 29th Media Release outlining 3 Options developed by ARC-Sudbury West:

The Accommodation Review Committee plans to recommend the following options, in order of priority, when it submits its report to the Board:

OPTION A

. R.H. Murray Public School and Copper Cliff Public School remain open
. R.H. Murray boundary extended towards the east for new students effective September 2008 
. Copper Cliff becomes feeder school for Lively District Secondary School
. Move Grade 7 and 8 students from George Vanier Public School and Jessie Hamilton Public

  School to Lively District Secondary School (English and French Immersion)
. Combine JK to 6 students from Jessie Hamilton Public School and George Vanier Public School 

  into a new green school (English and French Immersion)
. Use a portion of Lively District Secondary School for non-student use
. Offer Grade 9 to 12 French Immersion at Lively District Secondary School (Lively District 

  Secondary School would offer French Immersion from Grade 7 to 12)

OPTION B

. R.H. Murray Public School and Copper Cliff Public School remain open
. Move Grade 7 and 8 students from Jessie Hamilton Public School to Lively District Secondary

  School 
. Move English and French Immersion programs, JK to 8, from George Vanier Public School to

  Lively District Secondary School, creating a school within a school
. Keep Jessie Hamilton Public School (JK to 6) open

OPTION C 

. R.H. Murray Public School and Copper Cliff Public School remain open 
. Move Grade 7 and 8 students from George Vanier Public School and Jessie Hamilton Public

  School to Lively District Secondary School (English and French Immersion)
. Move French Immersion students, JK to 6, from George Vanier Public School to a wing of Lively

  District Secondary School
. Combine Jessie Hamilton Public School and George Vanier Public School (English program) in a 

  new green school JK to 6

The public can submit written input to the Accommodation Review Committee until Monday, November 5th, 2007 
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Walden-CAN & Education Task Force Response to 3 ARC Options:

“ The Walden - Community Action Network reviewed the final three options to be presented to the Rainbow D.S.B. The result of this analysis leads us to fully endorse and support Option A of the three possibilities.

The mandate of A.R.C.- Sudbury West included a statement that student welfare should be paramount. The Committee has, in our opinion, succeeded in fulfilling this promise with Option A. This option also appears to accommodate most of the concerns of the parents and community, yet it addresses the need to reduce space within the existing group of schools. The realignment of boundaries, a new ‘green’ school, along with a restructuring of the profile for L.D.S.S. seems to be a creative yet pragmatic solution to the dilemma presented to the Committee.  

Options B and C were also discussed, however, both of these present situations contrary to the wishes of an overwhelming number of parents and community stakeholders. These views were made apparent during the public meetings in a vociferous and forceful manner. As such, the Walden C.A.N. cannot support Options B or C in any aspect.

We wish again to thank the members of the Accommodation Review Committee for their excellent work, as well as the staff and Trustees of the Rainbow D.S.B. for their diligence and sensitivity to the needs and wishes of our community members and their children. ” 

                                     




Emailed to ARC-Sudbury West Nov.2/07

Next Steps in the ARC-Sudbury West Process:

Week of November 12: Final ARC Report will be posted on RDSB website

Monday, November 19: 

Administrative Council reviews the ARC report & prepares Administrative Council recommendations

Monday, December 17 Public Board Meeting: at 6pm (Forum to be determined)

Administrative Council presents the ARC School Valuation Report & the Administrative

Council Report to Board; Public can listen but not speak
Monday, January 21 Public Board Meeting: 6pm (forum to be determined)

The Board will hear public presentations related to School Valuation. Public presentations

will be made in accordance with by-laws of the Board

The public must make a formal request to give a ‘brief’ presentation 

               Check www.rainbowschools.ca/boardroom/delegations.php for procedures

               Your written Brief must be provided 10 days before the Public Meeting

      Monday, January 28:

      The Administrative Council will prepare a follow-up report to Board based on public input.

      Monday February 18 Board Meeting:

      A final decision will be made regarding accommodation for the 5 public schools in Sudbury West

There is only one more opportunity to provide your input into the future of the 5 public schools in Walden- Monday, January 21!

