Appendix A 

List of All Issues/Concerns Discussed at Walden-CAN Brain Storming Session

On November 17, 2009

30 Volunteers representing 16 Community Groups participated at the Brain Storming Meeting. Handouts were distributed of the Input provided from 23 Community Groups who were unable to attend.  All issues, topics are listed (in no particular order) The Top 5 …were identified by the 16 Community Groups. 

50+/Seniors:

1) Bus Service; daytime service, direct service to 4 corners, 

2) Affordable seniors housing

3) Handi Transit 

4) Light at crosswalk with walking light near Royal Bank/Meadowbrook

5) ATV trails

6) Bus Shelter at Meadowbrook

7) Smaller buses 

8) Better advertising of events and available space to use for events

9) Better access to City Hall to express concerns

10) Organized sports for adults

11) Lack of Cab Service

12) Vandalism by youth 

13)  Walking Trails dangerous - ATV’s

14) Noise & speeding of Snowmobiles in Naughton 

Youth:

1) Dedicated Youth center and staff with support of a volunteer Board of Directors

2) Childcare issues/infant care (explore possible funding needs)

3) Ice availability/sports center—physical activities centers and use of schools for activities (expand MURC project and bring out to the communities if a large complex is not to be built)

4) Engage young families, new volunteer base – partnership with Walden Day Care to engage their parents

5) Partnership with students and schools that need to fulfill 40 hours of volunteer work

6) Childcare issues with new Green School

7) Grade 7 & 8 lunch break problems

8) Develop non-sport activities

9) Emergency Drop-In Centre for youth with professional counselors available (at night too)

10) Reputation of LDSS – what we want for Walden with regard to our secondary school

11) Should create a Youth Survey for Grade 7 & up

12)  Getting parents to coach soccer, ringette- training can be provided

13) Need more family & community events
2

Health Services

1) We need family doctors now!

2) Emergency Drop-In Centre- for youth/adults/mental health

3) Access to lab work in Walden

4) Doctors: Recruitment Information Package—market to doctors, new businesses, Welcome Wagon, etc. 

5) Use of “gyms” for fitness/wellness – fitness programs for all areas.  Do the programs really require qualified instructors?

6)  Nurse Practitioners Clinic
7) Inform public about health services available for residents of Walden- Canadian Diabetes Assoc., Warmhearts Palliative Caregivers, Alzheimers Society etc
8) Access to Pet Scans in CGS; Cancer Treatment Centre but no Pet Scan

Safety & Security

1) Bears – policy not working, do we need a garbage schedule?

2) Policing/COP Program

3) Street Lighting

4) Stop light at 6th and Main St. 

5) Ambulance cannot find Seniors Centre

6) Lighting at Santala and Niemi Roads poor

7) Hwy RR 24 and Hwy 144 – lighting and signs needed

8) Replacement/improvement of lighting at intersections

9) Roads/culverts

10) Need for more Electronic Signs on HWYs re: traffic accidents/road closures

11) Vandalism & trespassing by youth- problem in Naughton & 160 acre property owned by Creighton Lively Conservation Club

12) Speed of snowmobiles on roads near homes

Environment:

1) Physical appearance of Walden

2) Roads

3) Toxic waste disposal – make available in Walden on a quarterly basis

4) Simon Lake Conservation Area – underused area due to poor water quality and green algae

5) Nuisance bears

6) Develop more non-motorized trails- work with Rainbow Routes

7) Water Quality- need to protect our lakes

8) Get youth involved in local environmental projects

9) Educate the public- share information about Lake Stewardship Groups etc
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Community Development:

1) Signage, community identification (possible community bulletin board)

2) Lack of volunteers (recruitment, retention, training)

3) Recreational Trail Plan – follow up (includes non-motorized)

4) User Fees for building/parks (under use of current facilities)

5) Fundraising information for non-profit groups- Grants, Partnerships
6) Decentralize city staff

7) Liability issues hindering programs

8) Explore community use of schools – Ministry/Board policy

9) Leasing agreements for use of facilities

10) Garbage pick up schedule re: Bear problem; Penage Rd. Community Centre

11) Community directory- in print & on-line 

12) Communications network – Welcome Wagon; services available in Walden

13) Laughren Constellation City Report follow-up

14) Year-round use of Anderson Farm Museum (community use, winterization of Stable, walking trail, annual events)

15) Improve communication within Walden – not everyone has computers, difficult to get notices in newspapers

