Walden C.A.N. Annual Report

for Health Issues
Introduction



2009 has been an active year for health issues for the Walden C.A.N. We have been able to help with the introduction of the new Health Practitioners Clinic in Lively and facilitate the expansion of the City of Lakes Family Health Team into the old Municipal Offices in Lively. Both of these projects are ongoing and will see culmination in 2010.


We have also covered health issues at our community conference in April and at our Health Forum in October.

Lively Nurse Practitioner Clinic


Hundreds more orphan patients should gain access to primary health care early in 2010 when the second Sudbury District Nurse Practitioner Clinic opens in Lively. The clinic will operate out of the former Greater Sudbury Police Service satellite station on Main Street in Lively. Expanding to a second location will give the clinic space to hire a social worker, dietitian, pharmacist and registered nurse to assist in the practice. The former police station, which is owned by the City of Greater Sudbury, has about 3,400 square feet of space on two floors that has required significant renovation. This construction should be completed shortly. Marilyn Butcher, the Clinic Director is happy with the location because it will be easy to access for students, seniors and others who may not have their own transportation. We look forward to the Clinic opening early in 2010.

City of Lakes Family Health Team


               On Wednesday September 25, 2009 City of Greater Sudbury got assurance that four new doctors have agreed to join the City of Lakes Family Health Team. As a result Greater Sudbury Council agreed to contribute $345,000 to help the health team develop the Walden site. "This is great news for thousands of people across our community who are looking for a family physician," stated David Courtemanche, executive director of the family health team. The team is made up of family physicians and other health-care professionals who will work collaboratively to provide comprehensive health-care services to patients of the Lively area. Dr. Katherine Gasparini, Dr. Sarah Duncan, Dr. Liisa Levasseur and Dr. Monica Susil will be joining the family health team in 2010 after finishing their Family Medicine Residency at the Northern Ontario School of Medicine.
The Ministry of Health and Long-Term Care has agreed to fund at least part of the ongoing operational costs and is expected to provide 50% of the money to renovate the building.
          The Walden clinic will be located in the former town of Walden municipal building at 25 Black Lake Rd. The Walden site will enrol 6,000 new orphan patients. It is estimated that Walden will eventually require six new family physicians (including the four that have already agreed to join the team). The goal is to open the Walden clinic in the fall of 2010.

Community Conference Health Topics April 25, 2009


At our community conference on April 25th we received presentations from Ryan Humeniuk and David Courtemanche to update us on physician resources for Greater Sudbury and Lively. Ryan reviewed all of the recruitment activities for physicians that are currently being undertaken by the City of Greater Sudbury. They are focussing on recruitment and retention of Family Physicians and Specialists that are needed for the Greater Sudbury Area. Dave Courtemanche described the new Family Health Team model and its evolution over time to the current format. Sudbury was one of the earliest areas for the implementation of the new Family Health Team model. The City of Lakes team that is currently located on LaSalle Blvd. will be expanding into Lively when additional physicians have been recruited as was noted earlier in this report.


The advent of Telemedicine has brought the ability to provide level 3 specialist consultations using the new medium, to treat patients locally. Jennifer Michaud introduced the conference to the concepts that will become part of both the Nurse Practitioner Clinic and the City of Lakes family Health Team locations in Lively. Jennifer outlined the broad scope of medical services that are now being provided to Ontarians through Telemedicine.

Physician Underserviced Area Program Consultation

Gord Key attended the Underserviced Area Program Consultation with Rick Bartolucci

and David Orazietti  on August 31, 2009.

The Provincial Government has developed a “Rurality Index for Ontario” (RIO) to help them priorize funding requests from rural municipalities for many items including physician incentive funding.. This index has a range of 0 to 100. The index is proposed to allocate physician incentive monies for physician recruitment activities throughout the province. The current index has rated Greater Sudbury Area as “3” which is far below the minimum physician recruitment number of “40”. The unpublished previous number for Walden was approximately “43”. The present proposal suggests that all communities below “40” receive no provincial recruitment funds for physicians. This index and plan is at the discussion stage only and is not yet approved.
The Sudbury area was asked to provide input to the process on August 31, 2009. There were representatives from Laurentian Hospital, Northern Medical School, City of Sudbury and Walden CAN. The Hospital and Medical School are concerned that their present funding to obtain specialists and residents might get cut off. The City and Walden CAN would be concerned that Provincial funding for family physicians would be reduced or eliminated. There have been no further announcements in regards to the status of this plan from the Provincial Government.

Health Forum October 15, 2009


The health forum for Walden was held on October 15, 2009 at the T.M. Davies Community Centre in Lively. Marilyn Butcher, the Clinic Director of the Sudbury District Nurse Practitioner Clinic, gave an update on the construction progress for the new clinic on the main street of Lively and also gave an update on the current status of the H1N1 flu bug.  She emphasized the basic steps for avoiding getting the flu: 

· Wash your hands thoroughly and often with hot water and liquid soap, and assist children in your care to do so as well.  

· Use hand sanitizers if water and soap are not available.  

· Sneeze and cough into your sleeve, and encourage children in your care to do so as well.  

· Stay at home if you are sick, and reduce contact with family members and the public. 

Jennifer Michaud also gave the Health Forum attendees a review of the Telemedicine Program and its current status. She is looking forward to adding the service to the Lively Nurse Practitioners Clinic and the City of Lakes Family Health Team Programs in the new year.
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