2011 Minutes Walden-CAN Public Meeting

March 7th at 7pm

R.H. Murray PS

Present: Neetlje Van Roon, Dale Kilbey, Gwen Doyle, Rene Trottier, Leslee Salo, Forbes Stoodley, Sherri Moroso

Excused: Gord Key, Marc Morin, Brenda Salo, Ralph Shore

     Guest Speaker: Linda Heron, Chair, Vermilion River Watershed Stewardship

     26 people: from Naughton, Penage Rd., Whitefish

Welcome & Introductions


Neeltje Van Roon, Chair

1. Brief Updates:

      a.   Councilor Barbeau’s Update




Neeltje

“…Unfortunately due to council commitments and the budget process specifically, I cannot attend the Walden CAN meeting this evening. Trust me when I say that I would much sooner be there.

On my behalf, please report to those in attendance that the FHT is now fully operational and approx. 1800 patients have now been rostered. It is a terrific facility that will serve our community very well. I hear on a daily basis how happy residents are to have two new health care facilities available in our community. Please encourage residents to register with Health Care Connect.

With the 2011 budget under way, council again will be struggling with the 6 million dollars in enhancement requests that have come from our residents, groups and of course councillors. Ward 2 has faired quite well in this process the last four years and I would expect we will do well again this year. There are currently 6 requests that would impact our community and all though we will not likely get them all, we should be successful with a few. I will report the results following the budget.

As you will hear in a report this evening from Linda Heron, there is some concern in our community regarding Green Energy and specifically water dams. I can assure you that I will only support safe initiatives that are proven safe through proper procedures and guidelines. As a board member with the Greater Sudbury Utilities, I am fully aware of the problems with the Province's Green Energy Act, which would include water, wind and solar alternatives.

I commend Linda and her group for keeping this issue front and center in the community.” 

                                                                                  Regards, Jacques

      b.    Beautification Committee 




Forbes Stoodley

· Have submitted requests re: Beautification of Main St, Lively

· Removal of old flower beds & messes along Main St.

· Goal to have a Clock put in the structure- in front of Lively Citizen Centre, on Kin Drive- as was in the original plan for the site

· Plans to beautify area by Jacobson Plaza/Meadowbrook area too

· Have to wait for Budget results

      c.   Communications: See attached: March 7th Update
          Gwen Doyle

      d.   Newsletter Committee





Forbes

            -    Watch for requests for Copy for Spring/Summer Newsletter

      e.    www.Walden-CAN.com 




Dale Kilbey

· Website continues to be very popular in Walden & CGS

· Averaging over 20 new postings per week

· Have created 2 new Pages: 

    Eat Local Page  http://www.walden-can.com/eat_local.htm 

    Fitness Page http://www.walden-can.com/Fitness.htm 

· 2 Webmasters have been invited to give presentation at next CAN Summit meeting; 16 other CANs in CGS
2. Guest Speaker: Linda Heron, Chair, Vermilion River Watershed Stewardship
        …Concerns re: 4 proposed hydro generation dams

To see complete presentation, check New Page http://www.walden-can.com/vermillion_river_stewardship.htm 

       Some KEY Concerns were:

· No accountability: no public input in process; public & stakeholders finding out by accident; have to use Freedom Information Act

· Lack of Public Information: No Applicant of Record; No Site Release; No Project description; No environmental assessment

· No clear Time- Line: Notice of Completion is 30 days

· Not a Green Energy Project

· Proposed hydro generation dams will have significant impact on: water quality, water levels (daily/weekly); fish spawning & passage; habitat for water birds & mammals; erosion; beaches;

     recreational water activities, property values, spill response and 

     emergency response plans etc

· Vale Water Intake site will be impacted: water source for 13,000 people in Lively/Whitefish

· Need to form Stakeholders Committee

· Need to look at whole picture ie all 600 proposed river sites in Ontario- not just the Vermillion River system; 40 year Contract

Ie Ontario River Alliance

· CGS Council/CANs/ Public need to get involved; be part of planning process

· Lobby to change the Environmental Assessment Category process
3. Open Forum: Any individual/community issues or concerns
a. Condition of Penage Road/Side-Roads still need significant repairs

Neeltje responded that:

· $14 million was spent on re-surfacing of sections of Penage Rd.

· Culverts were replaced first

· Another $6 million to be spent this year

· All side-roads along Penage Rd. to be re-surfaced

b. Debris along CP Railway lines looks terrible; needs to be removed every spring

· Need to find out who is responsible?

· Walden-CAN will contact CP Rail and find out; lobby for clean-up

4.   Walden-CAN Business 

a. Conflicts of interest - none




Neeltje
b. Amendments to the Agenda- none



Neeltje

c. Acceptance Minutes Jan.10th AGM Meeting


Neetle

Forbes moved to accept Minutes; seconded by Dale; passed

d. Treasurer’s Report 





Rene Trottier

Rene moved to accept Treasurer’s Report; seconded by Leslee; passed

e. Old Business:

i. Cell Phone Services for under-serviced areas: 

· Huge geographic area

· Safety issues

· Need access to cell phone service- like rest of CGS

· Fairbanks Rd. has spotty service

· CAN to set-up Committee to lobby for Cell Phone Service

· Neeltje to speak with Councilor Barbeau re: issue

ii. Access to High Speed Internet:

· Need to explore ways to get access to high speed internet

iii. Liaison with Youth For Youth Centre:

· Need to discover what issues impact youth in Walden

· Leslee to be Walden-CAN Liaison with WYFT Centre Staff

· Find out what happened to 2010 WYFY Survey 

iv. Need 3 New Board Members:

· Need to replace members who have moved away and/or resigned

· Need someone from Naughton, Whitefish, Fairbanks Lake

· Contact Neeltje

5.    Next Meeting : April 11th 

6.   Meeting adjourned
