Walden C.A.N. Annual Report

for Health Issues in 2010
Introduction


2010 has been an important year for health services for the Walden C.A.N. We have seen the formal opening of the new Health Practitioners Clinic in Lively and the construction of the first phase of the expansion of the City of Lakes Family Health Team. Both of these projects will continue to expand in 2011.


We have also held several health forums to encourage residents of Walden to enrol with one of the two new health services that are now available in our local area.

Lively Nurse Practitioner Clinic

The city's newest nurse practitioner clinic was officially opened, after a ribbon-cutting ceremony that was held on Oct. 13. Dignitaries cut a large red ribbon to open the site at 623 Main St. The clinic, housed in the former Main Street police store-front in Lively, has about 3,400 square feet of space on two floors. The clinic employs two full-time nurse practitioners, two collaborative physicians, a pharmacist, a dietician and a registered nurse. The Sudbury District Nurse Practitioner Clinics already services more than 2,500 "orphan patients" in the Sudbury District. Orphan patients are those that do not have a family doctor. 

Nickel Belt MPP Gelinas, who is also the New Democrats' Health critic, said the clinic will offer the interdisciplinary primary health-care model pioneered by nurse practitioners Marilyn Butcher and Roberta Heale. The health of the population of Walden is bound to improve with the opening of the Lively site of Sudbury District Nurse Practitioners Clinics, France Gelinas said.

City of Lakes Family Health Team

               The new Family Health Team clinic is now under construction at the former Walden municipal building at 25 Black Lake Rd. The work is expected to take approximately four months to complete and it is hoped that the clinic will be open in February 2011. The clinic will be home to four new physicians- Dr. Katie Richardson, Dr. Sarah Duncan, Dr. Monica Susil and Dr. Liisa Levasseur. The interdisciplinary team will also include a nurse practitioner, registered nurse, social worker, and a pharmacist. The Ministry of Health and Long-Term Care has agreed to fund at least part of the ongoing operational costs and has provided 50% of the money to renovate the building.

All physicians at the Walden clinic will be using the Ontario Health Care Connect as their primary source for rostering new patients. Health Care Connect is a provincial program which helps Ontarians who are without a family physician to find one. You can register by going to www.ontario.ca/healthcareconnect or by phoning 1-800-445-1822. A local representative of the Ministry of Health and Long Term Care contacts those that call and leave their name and phone number.
          The Walden clinic will enrol 6,000 new orphan patients. It is estimated that Walden will eventually require six new family physicians (including the four that have already agreed to join the team). 

Community Health Topics


At the September 13 meeting of the Walden C.A.N. held in Beaver Lake, Heather Hachey, executive director of the “Retire at Home Services”, gave a presentation about the services that she offers to senior citizens in the Walden area. These services include home support, personal services, companionship, long-term care, foot care, hospital discharge, and end of life care. Their goal is to help seniors remain in their homes as long as possible.

The Walden C.A.N. held a public meeting on September 22 at the Kinsmen centre. Mr David Courtemanche, executive director of the City of Lakes Family Health Team, gave a presentation to update the community about the progress of the the new Family Health Team being constructed in the former Walden municipal building. The main focus of the presentation was to encourage Walden residents without a family practitioner to enroll wth the Ontario Health Care Connect program so that they could acquire a new local family practitioner when the construction is finished.

Walden councillor, Jacques Barbeau, organized a public meeting on Monday December 20, 2010 at the T. M. Davies Community Centre to encourage as many citizens as possible to register with “Health Care Connect” so that they could gain access to the recently opened Nurse Practitioner Clinic or the New Family Health Team that is scheduled to be completed in February 2011. Representatives from the Community Care Access Centre (C.C.A.C.  i.e. Health Care Connect), the Nurse Practitioner Clinic and the Family Health Team made some short presentations and then answered many questions received from the audience at the meeting.
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